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Preview

• Key reasons for the Slovenian Research Agency to join cOAlition S

• Open science policy in Slovenia

• New legislation in this area

• Consortia of foreign scientific literature within the framework of the principles 
of cOAlition S

• A look into the future



Science and Research in Slovenia in Figures

• Budget of the Slovenian Research Agency
(SRA) approx. 225 mio EUR (in 2021).

• R&D expenditure in the government 
sector, as share of GDP approx. 0.30 % (in 
2020, Statistical Office RS).

• Approx. 8,500 scientific publications 
(Scopus, in 2021).

• 37.478 registered active researchers
(SICRIS, in 2021). 



Slovenia and cOAlition S

• SRA has been a member of the cOAlition S since 
the very beginning.

• Key reasons to join were:
• Alignment of cOAlition S‘s principles with ERA policies 

of which Slovenia is a part;

• Involvement and contact with good practices in this 
field;

• Implementation of cOAlition S‘s applications into 
systems of funding and assessment of scientific work;

• Better starting point for negotiations with publishers;

• Incentive for the development of national open 
science policies.



Better Starting Position for Negotiations

• Publishers have fragmented the market and prefer 
to negotiate with the smallest possible and isolated 
entities.

• Smaller environments with relatively lower 
scientific output usually pay relatively more.

• Non-disclosure clauses reduce the transparency of 
the terms and prices achieved.

• Large differences on the terms of agreements 
reached among consortia.

• Necessary exchange of professional information 
(for example in the field of copyright, in the field of 
analytics, negotiations skills...).





Act on Scientific Research and Innovation Activities (ZZrID), 
(aligned with the basic principles of the cOAlition S)

ZZrID is aligned with the basic principles of the cOAlition S..

Article 41

(open access to scientific publications and research data)

(1) In the context of research co-financed with public resources to the extent of at least 50%, the financier must request, and the performer of 
the scientific research activity must ensure open access to all peer-reviewed scientific publications and research data and other research 

results. The performer of scientific research activities or researchers must also take into account this obligation in the individual management 
of intellectual property rights, by reserving the appropriate scope of rights necessary to fulfill the obligations from this paragraph.

The implementing act (regulation).

Resolution on the Slovenian Scientific Research and Innovation Strategy 2030
RRIS with its Action plan.



Implementing Act (will be fully aligned with the 
principles of the cOAlition S)

The implementing act (regulation) follows the principles of cOAlition S in relation 
to eligible costs of open publication and the possibility of publication in general
(currently in the adoption phase).

Eligible costs for publications funding from grants:
- in fully open journals,
- on publishing platforms.

Promoting publications in journals with a diamond OA model.
Encouraging the use of green OA under the Rights Retention Strategy (RSS)
Financing of transformative agreements according to cOAlition S principles 
(transparency and sustainability of APC prices).
Promoting responsible metrics for the assessment of scientific work.



Possible Publication Ways in Plan S

GOLD WAY - 1 GOLD WAY - 2 GREEN WAY RRS

Publishing in fully OA journals or 
publishing on open publishing 
platforms.

OA publication in subscription 
based hybrid journals when these 
are part of transformative 
arrangements (Transformative 
Arrangements - TA).

Publishing in subscription based 
journal and archiving AAM - Author 
Accepted Manuscript under CC BY 
4.0 with no embargo  (RRS, Rights 
Retention Strategy).

Members of cOAlition S will fund 
the costs of such publications.

Members of cOAlition S provide 
support by co-financing 
transformative agreements or by 
paying for publications in 
transformative journals.

Members of cOAlition S enable RRS 
in their funding instruments 
(grants).

https://www.coalition-s.org/faq/what-is-a-transformative-arrangement/


Possible Publication Ways in Plan S in Details



https://journalcheckertool.org/

https://journalcheckertool.org/






Funding the Acquision of Foreign Scientific 
Literature and Databases through Public Funds

• It is estimated that academic libraries in 
Slovenia spend approximately 7 mio EUR on 
electronic information resources.

• SRA co-finances access to  foreign scientific 
literature and databases (in 2021 ca. 5,5 mio
EUR).

• SRA primarily supports consortial access to 
foreign  scientific journals.

• Two consortia in Slovenia - Consortium CTK 
and COSEC. 



Funding of Open Publications

The SRA runs two annual calls for 
applications to fund open publications:

- Call for co-financing of access to foreigin scientific 
literature, which also includes transformative 
agreements - approx. 5.5 mio EUR

- Call for reimbursement of costs of open 
publications - approx. 1.5 mio EUR 



Current Publication Landscape for Slovenian
Researchers

Transformative journals



Transitional provisions

SRA and PRO will have two years to fully adapt their operations to the 
principles of open science.

Sharing of open publications, responsible Research Data Management 
according to FAIR principles.

Promoting the concepts of "early and open sharing" and citizen 
science.

Funds from the resources of the RRIS Action Plan and from the funds
for Recovery and Resilience Plan.
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