N@ﬁ LES

Anali za istrske in mediteranske Studije
Annali di Studi istriani e mediterranei
Annals for Istrian and Mediterranean Studies

CDKS Annales, Ser. hist. nat., 34, 2024, 1, pp. 1-172, Koper 2024 ISSN1408-533X




UDK 5 ISSN 1408-533X
e-ISSN 2591-1783

/\
ANNALE

Anali za istrske in mediteranske Studije
Annali di Studi istriani e mediterranei
Annals for Istrian and Mediterranean Studies

Series Historia Naturalis, 34, 2024, 1

KOPER 2024



ANNALES - Ser. hist. nat. - 34 - 2024 - 1

Anali za istrske in mediteranske Studije - Annali di Studi istriani e mediterranei - Annals for Istrian and Mediterranean Studies

ISSN 1408-533X
e-ISSN 2591-1783

UREDNISKI ODBOR/
COMITATO DI REDAZIONE/
BOARD OF EDITORS:

Glavni urednik/Redattore capo/
Editor in chief:

Odgovorni urednik naravoslovja/
Redattore responsabile per le scienze
naturali/Natural Science Editor:

Urednica/Redattrice/Editor:
Prevajalci/Traduttori/Translators:

Oblikovalec/Progetto grafico/
Graphic design:

Tisk/Stampa/Print:
Izdajatelja/Editori/Published by:

Sedez uredniStva/Sede della redazione/
Address of Editorial Board:

UDK 5 Letnik 34, leto 2024, Stevilka 1

Alessandro Acquavita (IT), Nicola Bettoso (IT), Christian Capapé (FR),
Darko Darovec, Dusan Devetak, Jakov Dulci¢ (HR), Serena Fonda
Umani (IT), Andrej Gogala, Daniel Golani (IL), Danijel Ivajnsic,

Mitja Kaligari¢, Marcelo Kovaci¢ (HR), Andrej Kranjc, Lovrenc Lipej,
Vesna Maci¢ (ME), Alenka Malej, Patricija Mozeti¢, Martina Orlando-
Bonaca, Michael Stachowitsch (AT), Tom Turk, Al Vrezec

Darko Darovec

Lovrenc Lipej
Martina Orlando-Bonaca

Martina Orlando-Bonaca (sl./it.)

Dusan Podgornik, Lovrenc Lipej

Zaloznistvo PADRE d.o.o.

Zgodovinsko drustvo za juzno Primorsko - Koper / Societa storica
del Litorale - Capodistria®

Institut IRRIS za raziskave, razvoj in strategije druzbe, kulture in
okolja / Institute IRRIS for Research, Development and Strategies
of Society, Culture and Environment / Istituto IRRIS di ricerca,
sviluppo e strategie della societa, cultura e ambiente®

Nacionalni institut za biologijo, Morska bioloska postaja Piran /
Istituto nazionale di biologia, Stazione di biologia marina di Pirano /
National Institute of Biology, Marine Biology Station Piran

SI1-6330 Piran /Pirano, Fornace/Fornace 41, tel.: +386 5 671 2900,
fax +386 5 671 2901;

e-mail: annales@mbss.org, internet: www.zdjp.si

Redakcija te stevilke je bila zaklju¢ena 23. 06. 2024.

Sofinancirajo/Supporto finanziario/
Financially supported by:

Javna agencija za znanstveno-raziskovalno in inovacijsko
dejavnost Republike Slovenije (ARIS)

Annales - Series Historia Naturalis izhaja dvakrat letno.

Naklada/Tiratura/Circulation:

300 izvodov/copie/copies

Revija Annales, Series Historia Naturalis je vklju¢ena v naslednje podatkovne baze / La rivista Annales, series Historia Naturalis &
inserita nei seguenti data base / Articles appearing in this journal are abstracted and indexed in: BIOSIS-Zoological Record (UK);
Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA); Elsevier B.V.: SCOPUS (NL); Directory of Open Access Journals (DOA)).

To delo je objavljeno pod licenco / Quest’opera é distribuita con Licenza / This work is licensed under a Creative Commons BY-NC 4.0.

[Nolel

Navodila avtorjem in vse znanstvene revije in ¢lanki so brezpla¢no dostopni na spletni strani https:/zdjp.si/en/p/annalesshn/
The submission guidelines and all scientific journals and articles are available free of charge on the website https://zdjp.si/en/p/annalesshn/
Le norme redazionali e tutti le riviste scientifiche e gli articoli sono disponibili gratuitamente sul sito https://zdjp.si/en/p/annalesshn/

OPENaACCESS



ANNALES - Ser. hist. nat. - 34 - 2024 - 1

Anali za istrske in mediteranske Studije - Annali di Studi istriani e mediterranei - Annals for Istrian and Mediterranean Studies

UDK 5

Letnik 34, Koper 2024, stevilka 1

ISSN 1408-53 3X
e-ISSN 2591-1783

VSEBINA / INDICE GENERALE / CONTENTS

SREDOZEMSKE HRUSTANCNICE
SQUALI' E RAZZE MEDITERRANEE
MEDITERRANEAN SHARKS AND RAYS

Hakan KABASAKAL & Murat BILECENOGLU

A Review of Occurrences of Hammerhead Shark
(Carcharhiniformes: Sphyrnidae) on Turkish Seas

over the Past Five Decades ...........ccccccooveeeeiiinnnn. 1
Pregled pojavijanja klaclvenic (Carcharhiniformes:
Sphyrnidae) v turskih morjih v zadnjih

petih desetletjih

Alen SOLDO & Rigers BAKIU

Additional Historical Records of the Great
White Shark, Carcharodon carcharias
(Lamniformes: Lamnidae) in the Eastern
Adriatic: Updating Regional Occurrence

of a Critically Endangered Shark ......................... 11
Dodatni histori¢ni zapisi o pojavljanju belega
morskega volka, Carcharodon carcharias
(Lamniformes: Lamnidae) v vzhodnem
Jadranskem morju: aktualno regionalno
pojavljanje kriticno ogroZene vrste

Farid HEMIDA, Christian REYNAUD &

Christian CAPAPE

First Records of Sawback Angelsharks Squatina
Aculeata (Squatinidae) from the Algerian

Coast (Southwestern Mediterranean Sea) .............. 21
Prvi zapisi o pojavljanju trnastega sklata

Squatina aculeata (Squatinidae) iz alZirskih

voda (jugozahodno Sredozemsko morje)

Cemal TURAN, Mevliit GURLEK, Servet Ahmet
DOGDU, Deniz ERGUDEN, Ali UYAN, Aysegiil
ERGENLER, Nuri BASUSTA & Alen SOLDO
Phylogenetic Relationships and

Conservation Implications of Shark

Species from Turkish Waters .........cccoocceeeeeennnnnn. 27
Filogenetski odnosi in posledice ohranjanja

vrst morskih psov v turskih vodah

Farid HEMIDA, Christian REYNAUD &

Christian CAPAPE

On the Occurrence of Undulate Ray, Raja

undulata (Rajidae), from the Algerian Coast
(Southwestern Mediterranean Sea) ....................... 37
O pojavljanju valovito progaste raze, Raja

undulata (Rajidae), iz alZirske obale

(jugozahodno Sredozemsko morje)

Sara A.A ALMABRUK, Abdulghani ABDULGHANI

& Francesco TIRALONGO

First Record of Himantura Miller & Henle, 1837

in Libyan Waters: a Comprehensive Discussion

of Misidentification Issues and Ecological

Implications in the Mediterranean Sea ................. 45
Prvi zapis o pojavljanju rodu Himantura Miiller &

Henle, 1837 v libijskih vodah: celostna razprava

o problemu napacne identifikacije in ekoloskih
posledicah v Sredozemskem morju

Hakan KABASAKAL, Ayse ORUC, Ebrucan

KALECIK, Efe SEVIM, Niliifer ARAC &

Cansu ILKILINC

Recent Occurrences of Rhinoptera marginata

and Mobula mobular in Turkish Aegean and
Mediterranean Waters ............ccccoooiiiiiiiiinnennn. 51
Recentno pojavljanje vrst Rhinoptera

marginata in Mobula mobular v turskih

egejskih in sredozemskih vodah

IHTIOFAVNA
ITTIOFAUNA
ICHTHYOFAUNA

Deniz ERGUDEN, Servet AHMET DOGDU &

Cemal TURAN

On the Occurrence of the Greater Pipefish

Syngnathus acus Linnaeus, 1758 in the

South-Eastern Mediterranean, Turkey ................... 63
O pojavijanju velikega morskega Sila Syngnathus

acus Linnaeus, 1758 v jugovzhodnem

sredozemskem morju, Turcija

Deniz ERGUDEN, Servet AHMET DOGDU &

Cemal TURAN

First Record of Roche’s Snake Blenny Ophidion

rochei Miiller, 1845 (Osteichthyes: Ophidiiformes)

in the North-Eastern Mediterranean .................... 69
Prvi zapis o pojavljanju huja vrste Ophidion

rochei Miiller, 1845 (Osteichthyes: Ophidiiformes)

v severovzhodnem Sredozemskem morju

Osama A. ELSALINI & Laith A. JAWAD

Fluctuating Asymmetry in Chelon auratus

from the Libyan Mediterranean Coast

and the Ain Ziana Lagoon .......ccccccceviiiennniennn. 75
Nihajoca asimetrija pri zlatem ciplju

iz libijske sredozemske obale in

lagune Ain Ziana



ANNALES - Ser. hist. nat. - 34 - 2024 - 1

Francesco TIRALONGO & Enrico RICCHITELLI
Salaria basilisca (Actinopterygii: Blenniidae) in
Mediterranean Waters: New Biological and Ecological
Data Emerging from the Collaboration between
Citizen Scientists and Researchers ..........................
Salaria basilisca (Actinopterygii: Blenniidae)

v sredozemskih vodah: novi bioloski in ekoloski
podatki na podlagi sodelovanja med ljubiteljskimi
raziskovalci in raziskovalci

BIOTSKA GLOBALIZACIA
GLOBALIZZAZIONE BIOTICA
BIOTIC GLOBALIZATION

Jakov DULCIC, Robert GRGICEVIC &

Branko DRAGICEVIC

Additional Record of Pterois miles (Scorpaenidae)
in Croatian Waters (Eastern Adriatic Sea) ................
Dodatni zapis o pojavijanju navadne plamenke
Pterois miles (Scorpaenidae) v hrvaskih vodah
(vzhodno Jadransko morje)

Okan AKYOL & Zafer TOSUNOGLU

On the Occurrence of the Indo-Pacific Nakedband
Gaper Champsodon nudivittis (Champsodontidae)
in the Sea of Marmara, Turkey .......c..ccceeervecvenennne.
O pojavljanju zobate krokodilke Champsodon
nudivittis (Champsodontidae) v Marmarskem morju,
Turcija

Deniz AYAS, Sibel ALAGOZ ERGUDEN &

Deniz ERGUDEN

Range Expansion of Priacanthus hamrur
(Fabricius, 1775) in the Northeastern
Mediterranean (Mersin Bay, Turkey) .......cc.cccceceene
Sirjenje areala lunastorepega veleokega ostriza
Priacanthus hamrur (Fabricius, 1775) v severovzhodnem
Sredozemskem morju (zaliv Mersin, Turcija)

Malek ALI, Aola FANDI, Amina ALNESSER &
Christian CAPAPE

Confirmed Occurrence of Jaydia smithi
(Apogonidae) and Seriola fasciata

(Carangidae) on the Syrian Coast

(Eastern Mediterranean Sea) ........ccoeeeveeeiiiiiiiinnnnnn..
Potrjeno pojavljanje smithovega morskega

kraljicka Jaydia smithi (Apogonidae) in

malega gofa Seriola fasciata (Carangidae)

na sirski obali (vzhodno Sredozemsko morje)

Deniz ERGUDEN, Deniz AYAS &

Sibel ALAGOZ ERGUDEN

Range Expansion of Synodus randalli Cressey, 1981
in the Northeastern Mediterranean ...........c..cc.ccc......
Sirjenje areala Randalljevega morskega kuscarja
Synodus randalli Cressey, 1981 v

severovzhodno Sredozemsko morje

Abdel Fattah N. ABD RABOU, Jehad Y. SALAH,
Mohammed A. ABUTAIR, Sara A.A. AL MABRUK,
Bruno ZAVA & Maria CORSINI-FOKA
Occurrence of Cheilinus lunulatus (Labridae),
Triacanthus cf. biaculeatus (Triacanthidae)

and Other Four Non-Indigenous Fish Species
New to the Gaza Strip Waters, Palestine ..............
Prvo pojavljanje vrst Cheilinus lunulatus
(Labridae), Triacanthus cf. biaculeatus
(Triacanthidae) in Se stirih tujerodnih

vrst v vodah ob Gazi, Palestina

FAVNA
FAUNA
FAUNA

Nour BEN MOHAMED & Abdelkarim DERBALI
Status of the Exploited Clam Ruditapes
decussatus in the Littoral Zone of Sfax,

TUNISIA Lo
Stanje komercialno izkoris¢ene brazdaste

vongole Ruditapes decussatus v litoralnem
obmocju Sfax, Tunizija

Izdihar Ali AMMAR

A Preliminary Checklist of Marine

Heterobranchs (Mollusca: Gastropoda:
Heterobranchia) of Syria .......ccccccccevciiiniiinnn.
Preliminarni seznam morskih polzev

zaskrgarjev (Mollusca: Gastropoda:
Heterobranchia) Sirije

FLORA
FLORA
FLORA

Martina ORLANDO-BONACA, Diego BONACA,
Romina BONACA, Erik LIPE] & Domen TRKOV
Five-Year Monitoring of the Ecological

Status of the Cymodocea nodosa

Meadow near the Port of Koper .............cccooeuunee.
Petletno spremljanje ekoloskega stanja

travnika kolencaste cimodoceje

(Cymodocea nodosa) v blizini

koprskega pristanisca

IN MEMORIAM
Alenka MALE])
Thomas Charlton Malone

(7. september 1943 — 24. februar 2024) ................

Kazalo k slikam na ovitku .........ccccccnniininn
Index to images on the cover .............................



ANNALES - Ser. hist. nat. - 34 - 2024 - 1

received: 2024-01-31 DOI 10.19233/ASHN.2024.09

FIRST RECORD OF ROCHE’S SNAKE BLENNY OPHIDION ROCHEI
MULLER, 1845 (OSTEICHTHYES: OPHIDIIFORMES)
IN THE NORTH-EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

Deniz ERGUDEN
Marine Science Department, Faculty of Marine Science and Technology, Iskenderun Technical University, Iskenderun, Hatay, Tiirkiye
e-mail: deniz.erguden@iste.edu.tr; derguden@gmail.com

Servet AHMET DOGDU

Vocational School of Higher Maritime, Underwater Technology, University of Iskenderun Technical, Iskenderun, Hatay, Tiirkiye

Cemal TURAN

Marine Science Department, Faculty of Marine Science and Technology, Iskenderun Technical University, Iskenderun, Hatay, Tiirkiye

ABSTRACT

A single specimen of Ophidion rochei Miiller, 1845 was collected in November 2018 at a depth of 70 m
in the northeastern Mediterranean, Turkey (Cevlik coast, Bay of Iskenderun). The total length of the captured
O. rochei specimen was 21.6 cm, the body weight 23.5 g. O. rochei is endemic to the Mediterranean Sea, but
this species is extremely rare in the eastern part of the Mediterranean. It has been classified as “data deficient
(DD)” by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). This ichthyological note is important as it
represents the first record of this species in the northeastern Mediterranean waters of Turkey and fills a gap for
Ophidion fishes in the Turkish marine fish checklist for the Mediterranean region.

Key words: Ophidiidae, first sighting, eastern Mediterranean, Iskenderun Bay, Turkey

PRIMA SEGNALAZIONE DEL GALLETTO PINNEGIALLE OPHIDION ROCHEI MULLER,
1845 (OSTEICHTHYES: OPHIDIIFORMES) NEL MEDITERRANEO NORD-ORIENTALE

SINTESI

Un singolo esemplare di Ophidion rochei Miiller, 1845 e stato catturato a novembre 2018 a 70 m di
profondita nel Mediterraneo nord-orientale, in Turchia (costa di Cevlik, baia di Iskenderun). La lunghezza
totale dell’esemplare di O. rochei era di 21,6 cm, e il peso corporeo di 23,5 g. La specie e endemica nel
Mediterraneo, ma é estremamente rara nella parte orientale del bacino in questione. E stata classificata come
“data deficient (DD)” dall’Unione Internazionale per la Conservazione della Natura (IUCN). Questa nota
ittiologica é importante in quanto rappresenta il primo ritrovamento della specie nelle acque mediterranee
nord-orientali della Turchia e colma una lacuna per le specie del genere Ophidion nella checklist dei pesci
marini nella parte turca del Mediterraneo.

Parole chiave: Ophidiidae, primo avvistamento, Mediterraneo orientale, Baia di Iskenderun, Turchia
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INTRODUCTION

The family Ophidiidae consists of 50 genera
and 272 species distributed across the Atlantic,
Indian and Pacific Oceans (Fricke et al., 2023). In
the Mediterranean Sea, four valid species belonging
to three ophidiiform genera can be found (Abdul
Malak, 2011; IUCN, 2023), all of which have
a wide geographical range and also occur in the
marine waters of Turkey. They are Benthocometes
robustus (Goode & Bean, 1886), Ophidion barba-
tum Linnaeus, 1758, Ophidion rochei Miiller, 1845,
and Parophidion vassali (Risso, 1810) (Bilecenoglu
etal., 2014; IUCN, 2023).

In the Mediterranean, O. rochei was reported
from the Adriatic waters in 2002 (Dulcié et al.,
2002). In 2013, two specimens were collected
from the Lebanese coast (off Daoura) by Bariche
& Fricke (2020), and recently, the species has also
been recorded in Syrian waters by Othman et al.
(2020).

SEA

MEDITERRANEAN

To date, two snake blenny species of the genus
Ophidion have been reported for marine demersal
habitats of Turkey (Aksiray, 1987; Fricke et al.,
2007), namely the snake blenny O. barbatum, and
the Roche’s snake blenny O. rochei (Whitehead et
al., 1984-1986; Mater & Meric, 1996). The Roche’s
snake blenny O. rochei has been recorded in the
Aegean, Marmara, and Black Seas by Whitehead et
al. (1984-1986).

Even so, O. rochei has not been included in the
checklist of the marine fishes of Turkey from the
Mediterranean marine waters (Bilecenoglu et al.,
2014). Moreover, neither a specific location nor
any detailed information about this fish in Turkish
marine waters has been provided (Bilecenoglu et
al., 2002; Bilecenoglu et al., 2014).

This study is the first substantiated record of
the Roche’s snake blenny O. rochei from the east-
ern Mediterranean waters of Turkey, and the first
sighting and confirmation of O. rochei in the Bay of
Iskenderun, Turkey.

Fig 1: Map showing the capture point (e) of the Ophidion rochei
Miiller, 1845 in the northeastern Mediterranean.

Sl. 1: Zemljevid obravnavanega obmocdja z oznaceno lokaliteto
ulova (¢) primerka Ophidion rochei Miiller, 1845 v severovzhodnem

Sredozemlju.
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Fig. 2: The Ophidion rochei from the northeastern Mediterranean, Turkey.
Sl. 2: Primerek vrste Ophidion rochei iz severovzhodnega Sredozemskega morja, Turcija.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

One specimen of Roche’s snake blenny O. rochei
was recorded in a trawl survey on 12 December 2018,
in the Bay of Iskenderun, Turkey, at a depth of 70 m
(36°07" N, 35°85’ E), (Figs. 1 and 2). The specimen was
caught off Cevlik (Samandag/Hatay), 4 km north-west
of Samandag, by a commercial trawl net with a 22 mm
mesh size, over sandy and muddy bottoms.

The morphometric measurements of the specimen
were taken to the nearest 0.1 mm using a caliper. Some
morphometric characteristics are given as percentag-
es of total length (TL%) and head length (HL%). All
measurements, counts, morphological descriptions,
and colors agree with the descriptions provided by
Casadevall et al. (1996) and Nielsen et al. (1999).
The Roche’s snake blenny specimen is deposited in
the Museum of the Faculty of Marine Sciences and
Technology, Iskenderun Technical University, with the
catalog number MSM-PIS/2018-6.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The captured specimen of Roche’s snake blenny
O. rochei measured 21.6 cm in total length (TL) and
weighed 20.3 g in total weight (Fig. 2). The body was
long, eel-shaped, and lateralized. The head was naked
and without scales, the mouth large, with the upper
jaw longer than the lower. The dorsal and anal fins
were elongated and fused with the caudal fin. Color:
dorsal side brownish, ventral side whitish, with black
margins on dorsal, anal, and caudal fins.

The morphometric characteristics of the O. rochei
specimen are provided in Table 1T and compared to
other specimens previously reported from the Sea
of Azov (Diripasko et al., 2020) and Syrian waters
(Othman et al., 2020).
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The Roche’s snake blenny, O. rochei, is a demersal
species and occurs mostly on sandy substrates (Niel-
sen et al., 1999) at depths ranging from 10 to 150
m (Nielsen et al., 1999; IUCN, 2023). The species is
found in the Mediterranean Sea (western and northern
regions), the Marmara Sea (Whitehead et al., 1984-
1986; Fischer et al., 1987), the Black Sea (Svetovidoy,
1964), as well as the Sea of Azov (Diripasko et al.,
2020), and the Kerch Strait (Shaganov, 2013) (Nielsen,
2016; Knudsen et al., 2015).

The Roche’s snake blenny spawn is commonly
found benthically in the continental shelf areas of
tropical and temperate waters. The species reaches a
maximum length of 29.3 cm in both males and fe-
males (Matallanas & Riba, 1980). O. rochei lays oval
pelagic eggs that float in a gelatinous mass (Breder &
Rosen, 1966). Casadevall et al. (1993) reported that
individuals of O. rochei produce pelagic eggs between
July and October. The number of eggs varies between
15 and 18 thousand. Juveniles are pelagic and feed on
planktonic organisms.

The studied O. rochei individual was captured
in the 70 m depth range, which is consistent with
the literature (Froese & Pauly, 2023). Our specimen
measured 21.6 cm in TL, which is more than the in-
dividual caught on the Syrian coast in 2019 (14.3 cm
TL) reported by Othman et al. (2020), but still less than
the longest recorded individual caught off the coast of
Spain (29.3 cm TL), which was reported by Matalla-
nas & Riva (1980), and less than the second longest
specimen (27.7 cm TL), also from the Spanish coast,
reported by Casadevall et al. (1996).

Ophidion species are active fish, but since they
are not strong swimmers, they do not undertake long
migrations and only travel from deep water to the shore
seasonally for reproduction. O. rochei is a nocturnal
carnivore that usually hides on the sandy bottom during
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Tab. 1: Morphometric comparison of the Ophidion rochei specimens from the Sea of Azov and from the eastern
Mediterranean Sea (percentages are provided in parentheses).
Tab. 1: Morfometricna primerjava primerkov vrste Ophidion rochei iz Azovskega morja in vzhodnega Sredozemskega

morja (delezi so podani v oklepajih).

Measurements (cm)

Characters This study Diripasko et al. (2020) Othman et al. (2020)
(n=1) (n=1) (n=1)
Total length 21.6 17.2 14.3

Maximum body depth 2.3 (10.6 %TL)

2.5 (14.7 %TL) 1.5 (10.5 %TL)

Head length 4.2 (19.4 %TL)

3.4 (20.0 %TL) 2.5(17.5 %TL)

Snouth length 0.8 (19.0 %HL)

0.7 (21.2 %HL) 0.6 (24.0 %HL)

Eye length 0.9 (21.4 %HL) - 0.6 (24.0 %HL)
Eye horizontal length 1.1 (26.2 %HL) 0.8 (23.8 %HL) -
Interorbital width 1.0 (23.8 %HL) 0.5 (14.2 %HL) -
Length of upper jaw 1.8 (42.8 %HL) 1.8 (54.4 %HL) -
Length of lower jaw 1.6 (38.1 %HL) 1.6 (42.7 %HL) -
Weight (g) 23.5 226 11.94

the day and is active at night (Jardas, 1996). Adult spec-
imens feed mainly on decapods and small teleost fish.
The single adult presented in this study was probably
accidentally caught by the trawl net while moving from
deep to shallow waters to feed.

Although O. rochei and O. barbatum are morpho-
logically very close, they differ in the inclination of
the head and the shape of the mouth (when closed,
the upper and lower lip are perfectly aligned in O.
rochei, while in O. barbatum the upper lip is pro-
truding), in the beginning of the scales (at the edge
of the operculum in O. barbatum, much further back
in O. rochei), and in the number of gill rakers on the
anterior first gill arch (3-4 in O. rochei, 5-6 in O.
barbatum). In addition, in contrast to O. barbatum,
O. rochei has no scales on the ventral part of the
posterior two-thirds of the body, with the skin there
completely bare.

The Roche’s snake blenny is a non-commercial fish,
not targeted by fisheries and only accidentally caught
in nets as bycatch. Therefore, there are no conservation
measures in place specific to this species.

Although endemic to the Mediterranean, O.
rochei is extremely rare in the eastern part of the
Mediterranean Basin. Its presence on the eastern
Mediterranean coast of Turkey is probably due to
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environmental changes and the related alterations in
feeding and breeding patterns. O. rochei has been
classified as a “Data Deficient (DD)” species in the
global and Mediterranean assessments by the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
since 2008 (Kara, 2011; Knudsen et al., 2015; IUCN,
2023). By providing new data on Ophidion species,
this study represents an important contribution to the
knowledge on the biodiversity of fish fauna.

CONCLUSIONS

This ichthyological note is very important as it
represents the first substantiated record of O. rochei
from the Mediterranean coasts of Turkey, specifically
the northeastern coast. Until now, no specific location
or detailed information was provided about this spe-
cies in relation to the Mediterranean coast of Turkey.
Therefore, this study fills the data gap for O. rochei in
the Turkish marine fish checklist for the Mediterranean
region.
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PRVI ZAPIS O POJAVLJANJU HUJA VRSTE OPHIDION ROCHEI MULLER,
1845 (OSTEICHTHYES: OPHIDIIFORMES) V SEVEROVZHODNEM
SREDOZEMSKEM MORJU
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POVZETEK

Novembra 2018 so na globini 70 m v severovzhodnem Sredozemskem morju (obala Cevlik, zaliv Iskenderun,
Turcija) ujeli primerek vrste Ophidion rochei Mdiller, 1845. Primerek je meril 21,6 cm telesne dolZine in tehtal 23,5
g. Vrsta O. rochei je endemi¢na v Sredozemskem morju, v njegovem vzhodnem delu je zelo redka. V Mednarodni
Zvezi za varstvo narave so jo oznacili s kategorijo “pomanjkljivi podatki” (data deficient, DD). Ta ihtioloska novica
je pomembna, saj predstavija prvi zapis o pojavljanju te vrste v severovzhodnih sredozemskih vodah Turcije in
odpravlja vrzel v seznamu morskih rib Turcije v Sredozemskem morju.

Kljucne besede: Ophidiidae, prvo opazovanje, vzhodno Sredozemsko morje, zaliv Iskenderun, Turcija
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