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To the Editor,

Anti-choking suction devices represent an innovative first aid
method designed to remove foreign body airway obstruction.
Although they are not part of the current European Resuscitation
Council guidelines, they are used by many healthcare professionals
and laypersons.>™ As with any medical devices, there appear to be
many more affordable counterfeit and unbranded copies products on
the market claiming to be anti-choking suction devices.® In June
2024, the United Kingdom’s Office for Product Safety and Standards
issued a recall for counterfeit anti-choking suction devices sold
through online marketplaces. It is stated that they are lacking certifi-

cation marks (for example European conformity = C€), details of the
manufacturer, unique identifiers and serial numbers on the device.
There is also a possibility that they will not work and could worsen
the situation by pushing obstruction further down the airway, due
to their poor design and quality.®” The aim of this review is to inves-
tigate the prevalence of counterfeit and unbranded anti-choking suc-
tion devices on the most widely used online marketplaces.

We conducted a review using the keyword “anti-choking suction
device” on the online marketplace AliExpress (AliExpress, China).
The search was conducted in November 2023 and January 2025.

Fig. 1 - An example of a counterfeit anti-choking suction device without certification marks.
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The shipping country was set to Slovenia. We investigated the num-
ber of products found, the number of products sold and their prices.

In November 2023, a total of 41 different anti-choking suction
devices were identified, with an average price of €14.00
(SD + 0.41) and over 3,324 units sold. By January 2025, the number
of identified devices had increased to 59, with a higher average price
of €16.27 (SD + 26.66) and total sales exceeding 9,481 units. One of
the counterfeit anti-choking suction devices was also purchased on
AliExpress for €6.97. As shown in Fig. 1, the device lacked certifica-
tion marks, manufacturer details, unique identifiers, and serial
numbers.

The results highlighted a significant increase in the number of
counterfeit anti-choking suction devices sold, despite being limited
to one marketplace from China. Compared to certified anti-choking
suction devices on the market, counterfeit versions are three to four
times cheaper, especially considering that they are single-use
devices. The question arises whether consumers knowingly pur-
chase counterfeit anti-choking suction devices to save money or if
they are unaware that these devices are uncertified. Experts, how-
ever, can recognize these counterfeits by their distinct appearance,
absence of labels and identifiers, lack of a valve, and incomplete
instruction manuals.®” Beyond the questionable characteristics of
anti-choking suction devices, concerns also arise regarding varia-
tions in their working principles and the suction they generate—both
critical factors for effective functionality.
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