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Population monitoring and management 
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In Britain, invasive grey squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis) cause extensive damage by bark stripping, 
reducing the value of trees for forestry and broader ecosystem services. Due to these negative impacts 
and invasive status, widespread management and control is undertaken by landowners to reduce 
squirrel abundance, but this requires significant time, effort and monetary cost. The recovery of pine 
marten (Martes martes) in Britain may provide a natural solution to grey squirrel management, as has 
been evidenced in Ireland. Pine marten recovery has been supported with successful translocations 
from Scotland to England and Wales. Here, I will briefly report on the recovery of pine marten in Britain 
including new habitat suitability models showing important habitats and possible future release sites. 
I will then present the results of a DNA analysis of pine marten scats from across Britain, indicating the 
proportion of scats containing grey squirrel and others key species DNA. Finally, I will describe new 
evidence indicating the effects of predators, pine martens and goshawks (Accipiter gentilis), on grey 
squirrel damage and density.  
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