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The family of Corvidae (crows, choughs, jackdaws, jays, magpies, nutcrackers, ravens, rooks, treepies) 
is one of the most widespread bird groups globally. Corvids are highly adaptable and appear in a wide 
range of habitats: through forests, to the mountains, across open fields, as well as in urban 
environments. Their exceptional intelligence and versatility allow them to survive and succeed in such 
diverse conditions. From a human perspective, crows could be evaluated in different ways, depending 
on cultural context, judgments related to agriculture, nature conservation, and wildlife management, 
not to mention the general human attitude. We can mention several pest species that are being 
controlled or reduced in various ways. But there are also some endangered species as well. For 
instance, the Hawaiian crow (Corvus hawaiiensis) has already gone extinct in the wild, and huge 
amounts of money are being spent in attempts to save it. On the contrary, we hear the most and most 
often about species considered problematic/conflict, especially from urban environments. Nearly a 
quarter of Corvidae (30 species) regularly occur in urban environments. Crows have colonized and 
spread across many European cities in recent decades. They are often considered pests due to their 
noise, litter-spilling, predation on urban bird species, and aggression toward humans and domestic 
animals. Consequently, the control and management of crow populations have become necessary in 
many cases. This is the purpose of urban wildlife management, which is aimed at managing wildlife 
species occurring in cities. Its tasks include conducting various types of research, resolving conflicts 
between humans and animals, and educating people about urban species and how to coexist with 
them. During the presentation, the audience will get a general overview of human-crow conflicts, 
primarily in urban environments, and two specific case studies (from Europe and Africa) will also be 
presented. 
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Effective management of large carnivores in the Romanian Carpathians hinges on a robust 
understanding of their genetic structure, diversity, connectivity, and human-wildlife conflict. The 
Carpathians host some of Europe’s most significant populations of these apex predators, making it 
essential to balance conservation priorities with strategies to mitigate human-wildlife conflicts at 
unprecedented levels. Genetic insights, including the broad uptake and use of genetic diversity for 
species assessments, are crucial in guiding management efforts. These insights, supported by scientific 
knowledge that underpins biodiversity protection, help monitor population size, gene flow, and genetic 
health, identify distinct subpopulations, and assess the impacts of habitat fragmentation. Digitalization 
in conservation enhances these efforts by enabling efficient data management, accurate analysis, 
streamlined research, and actionable reporting to support biodiversity protection under international 
agreements. This presentation reflects on the application of genetic research in the Carpathians and its 
implications for vertebrate management, focusing on advancing species conservation, promoting 
population connectivity, and fostering sustainable coexistence with local communities. By addressing 
ecological and socio-economic challenges, these efforts aim to secure the long-term survival of iconic 
carnivore species. 
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